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1. Pr o je c t: BEL AV I – Be yo n d  L ak e  V illag e s1. Pr o je c t: BEL AV I – Be yo n d  L ak e  V illag e s
Fund ing: sup p orte d  b y the  joint p roje cts fund ing sche me  D-A-CH (FWF, DFG and  SN F).
Conte nt: stud ying the  p re historic lake  village  site s in the  thre e  c ontrie s and  the ir wid e r re gion.
Aim: to c haracte rize  human imp act in te rms of land  use  d ynamics d uring the  N e olithic.

2. Austr ian  Re se ar c h  Ar e a2. Austr ian  Re se ar c h  Ar e a
- northe rn foothills of the  Austrian Alp s/N orthe rn Pre -Alp s.
- Atte rse e -Mond se e  Re gion (Salzb urg and  U p p e r Austria).
- ap p x. 1400 km².

3. Stud y: Id e as An d  Bac k g r o un d3. Stud y: Id e as An d  Bac k g r o un d
One  of our p roje ct ob je ctive s is to gain a d e e p e r insight into sp atial 
re lations b e twe e n land scap e  and  N e olithic soc ie tie s. The  showcase d  stud y
 is b ase d  on two main id e as: 
1. Mountains and  lake s d ominate  the  re se arc h are a, 
forming b arrie rs and  op e n sp ac e s.
2. V ision is the  most imp ortant se nse  for human sp atial p e rc e p tion.
The  main focus is to e valuate  the  imp act of the  visual c onte xt of the  lake s 
on archae ological site s.

4. An alyse s: Te c h n ic al De tails4. An alyse s: Te c h n ic al De tails
V ie wshe d s from the  shore  and  c e ntre  line s have  b e e n calculate d  on four lake s: 
Atte rse e , Irrse e , Mond se e  and  Wolfgangse e . The  sp atial re lation b e twe e n the  
location of arc hae ological site s and  the  lake  vie w has b e e n analyse d .

5. Re sults An d  Examp le s5. Re sults An d  Examp le s
Re gard ing the  d istrib ution of re giste re d  arc hae ological site s in re lation to the  vie wshe d  analysis:
- In c omp arison to b urial ground s and  single  find  sp ots, an inc re ase d  te nd e nc y 
for se ttle me nts with lake  vie w is re c ord e d .
- The  Pre -Alp ine  lake s are  invisib le  from the  site s locate d  at the  northe rn lowland s. 
In total, the  cap turing e xte nt of the  lake  visib ility is rathe r small: "the y live d  in a small world ".
Examp le s d e p ic e d  in Fig. 1 to 3 show a se le ction of hillforts within the  vie w catc hme nt 
of the  lake s (p artly on the  ve ry e d ge  of it).

Julia Klamme r 2019 © Be yond  L ake  V illage s (FWF I-1693); Map  d ata: archae ologic al find  sp ots: Fe d e ral Monume nts Authority Austria (BDA): DTM (10 m): ge oland .at; Wate rways: Ge ofab rik Gmb H/Op e nStre e tMap  c ontrib utors 
0 8

km

6. Co n c lusio n  An d  Out V ie w6. Co n c lusio n  An d  Out V ie w
A re lation b e twe e n se ttle me nt location and  lake  vie w p osition is c le arly ob se rvab le  (Diagram).
How d o we  inte rp re t the  site s outsid e  of the  visib le  b ound arie s now? Diffe re nt function? 
Diffe re nt socie ty? Is the  e xtant of the  ac cumulate d  vie wshe d  also a cultural limit? 
The se  thoughts ne e d  to b e  c ontinue d ...
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Fig . 2
Ah berg  bei Th alh am : Hillfort (u nd ated )
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Oberh ofen am  Irrsee: Hillfort (u nd ated )
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Fig . 3
Bu c h berg  am  Attersee: Hillfort (Bronze Ag e)

- DTM - Digital Te rrain Mod e l, 10 me te rs re solution.
- Plac e me nt of ob se rve r p oints, e ve ry 50 me te rs.
- Ob se rve r he ight, 1,5 me te rs (simulation of e ye  le ve l).
- Site s re giste r, Fe d e ral Monume nts Authority Austria (BDA).


